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OPThe editor is truly fearful that a portion of 
his readers, approving the matter in general, may 
be dissatisfied with the occupancy of so many pa- 
ges of the Reeisten about banks and banking; 
though he considers it the most important subject 
that can beat this time submitted to the consi- 
deration of the American public. The war against 

roperty rages— “rags versus houses and lands’ 
fills the dockets of our courts of law—and legis- f 
lators, and judges, and magistrates* are so often 
bribed by the plaintiffs, that the defendants pass to 
new owners with very little ceremony. Stull, we 
may have too much of a good thing,” and it is our 
intention, after one or two numbers more, to allow 
less space for such discussions, but without the 
shadow of a design of retiring from the line of 
conduct originally proposed, or of relaxing in exer- 
tion to effect ’& cure of some of the evils com- 
plained of. Hence, as well as from the uniform 
rule of proceeding, many [even to us} anonymous 
communications will not be in any way noticed, 
though we feel disposed to insert and make some 
remarks upon a letter signed “no bank director,” 
and probably shall do it, because he is so anxious 
to have it published! 

The writer of the “paper system” concludes his 
series to-day—and the people have decreed that 
he deserves well of his country. We are pleased 
at his promise not to abandon the great cause in 
which he has done so much good. 


Qa 


*Itis enough to drive a man haif-mad to see how 
the avenues to justice are every where blocked 
up by rags, even ia what I have delighted to call 
“honest Pennsylvania.” ‘The following happened 
last week:—a citizen, in the course of his business, 
had collected several hundred dollars in bills of 
one of the littered banks of that state; he went tu 
the cost and trouble of applying personally at the 
bank to get something like money for them— 
they gave him other (but less) depreciated rags 
for about a third part of what he had, and for the 
balance refused any thing, except to exchange a 
arag marked $50 for ten other rags marked $5, &c. 
Thus abused and kept out of his due, he respec- 
tively applied to the three justices uf the peace near- 
est to the bank, to enter suits against it—each jus- 
tice refused to act!! nor would the notary protest 
the bills!!! [Query—might not those persons be 
prosecuted for perjury? or at least be indicted for 
an infamous combination against the law of the 
land?) Fellow citizens! if you are prepared to sub- 
mit to such things as this, cap the whole business 
at once; make some “‘rag baron” your king: it is bet. 
ter to have one swindling tyrant on the throne than 
be subject to the multitudinous caprices of a 
Nea equally irresponsible to honor and the 

aw. 

It is to be hoped that a due representation of 
this case will be made to the governor of Pennsy}- 
vanta—to punish the guilty and relieve the state of 
the odium of such a vile transaction. 

t had just finished the preceding note when 
the following was related to me, about one of our 
Maryland bankrupt-banks. A gentleman de- 
manded payment of certain debts that it owed tof 
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him—and was, of course, refusedl. He appealed to 
Vox, LV. 20. ‘ 








THE BEGINNING! Fayette county Pa.—Among 
other “free enquiries” which “Franxiin,” (a wri- 
ter in the Genius of Liberty) invites the people to 
make in the selection of théir “candidates for le. 
gislative offices”—an important one will be, whe- 
ther the member of congress be friendly or ua- 


friendly to the U. States bank? 





We exceedingly regret to postpone until next 
week, a very interesting article from the Democra- 
tic Press respecting the rates of vessels of war, in 
which certain misrepresentations are completely 
exposed—but its value will not in any wise be im- 


paired by the delay. 


Bank of the United States. 


Mr. Nites— 

Sir—While you and your correspon- 
dent, in your remarks against the bank of the Unit- 
ed States, confined yourselves to the parent bank, I 
felt no disposition to interfere; but now that you 
have attacked the bank established at this place, in 
which I ama director, I ask leave thro’ the me- 
dium of your Register, to correct séveral errors in 
your remarks in Saturday’s Register. I call them 
errors, because f think you would not knowingly 
publish falsehoods, unless you have changed very 
materially in the last seven years. 

Ist. The branch at this place never has attempt- 
ed to avoid or shove off, the payments of its debts— 
it never has ‘given a check or note payable in 
Charleston, or elsewhere, unless particularly re- 
quested so to do by the receiver, —and, it receives no 
notes on deposit but the notes of the parent bank 
and its branches, and the banks of Baltimore, and 
never receives or pays out any notes less than five dol- 
lars and has in every instance when required paid 
specie for all checks drawn on it, and you may 
rest assured it will continue to do so while under 
its present able executive officers. 

2d. The stock loans. There were no loans grant- 
ed on stock at this branch until the government of 
the U. States withdrew from the bank 14,000,000* 
of the United States six per cent. stock. It 
was then believed that the interest of the branch, 
as well as that of the community, justified such 
loans,—and I assert that no one has ever been 
disappointed in a discount, in consequence of the 
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the law; and the justice of the peace, being an ho- 
nest man not willing to perjure himself, granted 
the process. The parties met—the cashier acknow- 
ledged that he believed his own signature to the 
notes, which were the causes of action, was ge- 
nuine; but as to that of the president, who was not 
“brought into court,” being absent, why—he could 
not express an opinion! Here is a piece of impu- 
dence, indeed—but so it was, that a mob of direc- 
tors and dependents collected and so terrified the 
gentleman seeking his money, that he finally soid 
it to one of them ata great loss; and blessed God 
that he was clear of such a nest of money-makers. 
Thanks be to heaven!—these things will not be 
permitted much longer. 

*The exact amount withdrawn was 13,043,767 13 
—See below. Epirea, 
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‘oan on stock; and it seldom if ever happened that 
a customer of the branch has been disappointed in 
a discount when he offered paper that was approv- 
ed of. And as to the scarcity of money in Baltimore, 
which you state as unexampled, [ think you must 
be mistaken; that is, if [may judge from the opera- 
tion of the branch—for, for many weeks past, it 
has done all the paper offered that was fully 
approved by the board of directors, though no 
doubt some good paper was rejected; but on that 
subject the directors must be permitted to exer- 
cise an honest opinion. And I further assert that 
there has not been a note cut down that was receiv- 
ed at the branch as an accommodation, and that 
the branch is competent at present to discount ail 
the real business paper of the place, and to con- 
tinue its full share of accommodation paper to those 
the nature of whose business does not permit them 
to have real paper—and if there are any persons 
who think they have been improperly refused a dis- 
count, if they will apply to the writer he thinks he 
can give them such regsons for the refusal as will 
satisfy any reasonable man; or, if there are any who 
would prefer stating their case in your Register, I 
will reply to it in the same way and leave an impar- 
tial public to decide. 

I think it proper to state that I am not one of those 
you call stock speculators, and that the few shares 
1 now hold I subscribed and paid for, and that I 
Ihave never been directly or indirectly concerned 
in any purchase or sale of the stock. TRUTH. 

Baltimore, June 135th, 1818. 

REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING. 

The writer of “Truth” has furnished me with 
his xame, with liberty to give it to any one that I 
“think proper.’ As the article to Which it refers, 
exclusively (and without counsel) belonged to 
myself, it concerns myself only, and I shall not think 
it “proper” to give his name to any one. The 
author is a director of the office of the bank of 
the United States in this city—a gentleman that 
I have had the honor of an acquaintance with 
for several years, and who, [without an “unless” has 
not changed so ‘*materially in the last seven years,” 
as to be now, more than he was then, capable of 
“knowingly stating a falsehood,” to use his own 
words, as applied tome. I believe that he always 
was, and is, incapable of it:* he has presumed that 
Iwas mistaken—it may be so, in some respects; 
but it is certain that he, also, is mistaken in others. 

It neither Suits my private disposition, nor the 
first rules of the work that I have the honor to 
spread beforeso large a portion of the American 
people, to enter into contests with individuals, or 
to localise my remarks to wound the feelings of 
any gentleman. Such things have rarely happen- 
ed; and if | have wronged any man in thought, 
word or deed, I have never refused to make an 
honorable and just amende for it. If Dhave ever 
suid any thing which was not true, I have felt it due 
to myself to be the first man to acknowledge and 
most severely to reprehend it, and correct 
the “error.” But, no fact has ever been in- 
sinuated in any of my numerous remarks in the 
“WrEKLY REGISTEB,” on any subject, which I did 
not believe was true—no fuct has ever been stuted 
without having, as I supposed, good reasons to rely 
upon for it. Irespectthe writer of ‘fruth”’ sin- 
cerely—but I respect the most estimable signature 
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*] make this declaration because, though he is 
known to me, he is unknown to the public, that the 
public may fairly judge between us. 
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which he has_ selected—(holy “truth??)—much 
moré than I do any man living; and he will liberal- 
ly permit me to attempt to shew that I have not 
deviated from it either wilfully or ignorantly, in 
the case now before us, so far as the nature of the 
affair is susceptible of proof. But I labor under great 
disadvantages in doing this. Banking institutions 
(without any particular allusion to the bank of the 
United States) have sucha power over the public 
mind, that very few persons who knowdesired facts, 
will voluntarily suffer themselves to be used to 
establish them. The idea ofan annihilation of 
their business associates itself with that of their 
opposing the banks, as a thing of course:§ And they 
suppose, also, that a sort of a combination exists 
for this purpose. I delieve thata director of one of 
the banks in this city declared, (during the suspen. 
sion of specie payment,) that they [meaning the 
UNITED BANKS] Would ruin any man who attempted 
to force them topay their debts. Icannot think 
that he was authorised to make such a declaration; 
but the public mind was impressed witha full be- 
lief that our banks had made a4 treaty of alliance— 
offensive and defensive. The same opinion was 
held of those of New York, Philadelphia, &c. 

After this exposition it must be evident to every 
oné, that, at present, I shall have chiefly to rely 
upon myself to prove what I have said. I will en- 
deavor to do this with the courtesy which is due to 
the respectable gentleman who has been pleased 
to point out my “‘errors,”” because I feel assured 
that what he has stated are only “errors.’’ 

1: He says—the “branch has NEVER given out a 
check or note payablein Charleston or elsewhere, un 
less particularly requested so io do by the receiver.’ 
Wishing to avoid an unpleasant and unprofitable 
locality offacts, which I thought were notorious to 
every one,at most places where branches are es- 
tablished, I stated the case problematically;—"‘may 
give you notes payable in Charleston,” were my 
words, ButI now assure the gentleman he is mis- 
taken; and that the word “Charleston” was special- 
ly written, because at the very instant I was about 
to make a general assertion, my son laid down upon 
my desk the proceeds ofa check for a considerable 
amount {to me] which had been paid to him at the 
office, in bills payable at Charleston, and, certainly, 
unrequested. It is impossible that I can be mista- 
ken.’ It may be, that they were not given out by de- 
sign, but it is most certain that I received them. 

} Iwill explain to the gentleman why the remark 
was made—it has been a subject of pretty common 
conversation in Baltimore for some time past, that 
a bill payable here was rarely seen in circulation 
here.t ‘The observation was not first made by me, 


—) 


§I sometimes have occasion to borrow money 
‘fer a few days, and at other times have the plea- 
sure of lending small sums for short periods. It is 
a fact, that a gentleman who would loan to me the 
last dellar that he had, if I should require it, has, 
from a fear of the banks, purposely omitted to 
place my name in hischecks. This is a terrible 
state of things. But I have not deserved such 2 
compliment, except in a will to merit it, by telling 
useful truth as far as I knew it. 

+As I never like to ascertain a fact by halves— 
I visited several retail stores in Market street, and 
requested that the proprietors would shew me ti¢ 
“United States?’ money” which they had, without 
assigning any preliminary reason for my request. 
I saw a number of notes of the bank of the United 
States and its branches, but{ found only one tlia! 








was payable in Baltimore. 
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ncr did I, when I first heard it, certainly apprehend 
the scope of the operation of the fact.; But Ire- 
collected that in the little remittances made to me, 
in ‘United States’ money” as it is called, 1 hardly 
ever received a note payadle‘at the place from whence, 
or nearest to which, it was remitted. 1 remembered, 
that a few days after the branch at Boston went into 
operation, that bills payable in Baltimore were pub- 
licly advertised for sale in the newspapers there; 
and I can furnish an account current of a money 
transaction at Charleston, wherein my friend in Bal- 


. Pn . Png ® . ., 
timore receives a credit of one per cent. discount 


for money of the mother bank, payable at Philadel- 
phia, remitted to him, by his friend at Charleston. 
And this day,I put the question to several gen 

tlemen, “‘what sort of paper do you receive at the 
office?”—the answer of every one [eight or ten] 
who recollected a transaction ¢for the notes are 
used so rapidly that few take time to examine 
them) was to this purport; that they had se/dom, lat- 
terly received payment for a check in U. S. bills 
payable in Baltimore, though they often received 
*U. S. money,” at the office. This hour, also, I my- 
self received payment for a check at the office 
here in notes payable, one at Philadelphia, one 
at Norfolk and two at Washington, though bills 
payable at Baltimore were requested. ‘The fact 
which I asserted is thus established, as to the man- 
ner of paying checks and drafts; the rest of the 
matters stated are left to the public decision, not 


- having leisure nor inclination to particularise. I can 


fully account for the gentleman’s error, by believ- 
ing, that (not being a speculator in the stock) he 
has only attended to what may be called the [local] 





+The object of this operation, admitting it to be 
general, and, indeed, I must believe that it is so,— 
is this—‘“‘xou will keep out oun notes, we will keep 
out yours,” and thus, though the aggregate quanit- 
ty desired is kept in circulation, a very efficient 
obstruction is presented to demands for payment 
of the debts of the bank. ‘True, the notes issued 
are received on deposit, and checks thereupon may 
be paid in specie, if required, as suggested by 
“Truth”—but there is a delicacy in demanding spe- 
cie for a check which amounts to a prohibition to 
all except the very rich or very independent cus- 
tomers of a bank. As paper, a bill of the Boston 
branch, if received at Baltimore on deposit, does 
me the same service as if issued here; yet if I wish- 
ed money for it, could not reguire it. But every 
one the least conversant with banking business will 
see the effect of this operation, and confess that it is 
wonderfully calculated to accomplish the purposes 
designed. 

It is the great secret of banking to keep the bank 
bills in circulation with the least chance of a de- 
mand being made for their payment. It has been 
notoriously the practice of some of the little mo- 
ney shops that started up when banking honor was 
buried in the unfortunate suspension of specie pay- 
ments—thevery moment that they had the paper 
prepared, to hire a parcel of decent looking horses 
and well looking men to carry it into fur countries, 
and “truck” it off. Seethe report to the leptidta. 
ture of New York, page 39, &c. It is the grand 
confederated banking mystery ‘to relieve one ray 
with another. Z 

Op Capt. Symms—see “Chronicle,” believes that 
the earth is hollow and habitable within, and per- 
haps inhabited!—His design of exploring the hol- 
low, may afford some petit banks an opportunity 
of sending off their notes so far that they will ne- 
ver return; which would be a grand speculation! 


legislutive| business of the board in session; in 
which, I feel pretty confident, he has been favorable 
to the accommodation of the middle classes. 

2. The stock loans. There were no loans granted 
on stock at this branch Untit the government of the 
United States withdrew from the bank 14,000,090 of 
the Untted. States 6 per cent stock,” €c. Whatever 
the gentleman says, which I presume he must know, 
I aceept as “truth,” and respectfully bow to it. 
But still, I think, there is some mistake here, at 
any rate, it may be well to examine the matter 
about the srock norrs,—and, as a cashier of one of 
our banks said to me a few days since, when 
speaking of the essays which had appeared in the 
REGISTER On banking, the examination may be “like 
a good sermon at church; which, if we cannot 
exactly apply it to eurselves we can always find 
some neighbor that it will suit.” Ihave not said 
that stock notes were originally granted at the 
branch established here; and the gentleman says 
they were not “until”? the United Siates withdrew 
the 14 millions. This branch being so far excul- 
pated (and I had not condemned it), we must fix 
the practice somewhere else; for such notes were 
assuredly rectived before the United States with- 
drew the “14,000,000.” 

The stock of the bagk was to consist af seven 
miilions in specie* and twenty-one millions in stocks 
of the United States, or other specie, besides the 
government shares. This was the law; these were 
the express conditions on which the charter was 
granted. Havethey been fulfilled? 
| The subscription books were opened July 1, 
1816, when $5 in specie and 25 in stock should 
have been paid in—the second instalment was due 
January 1, 1817, where $10 in specie and 25 in 
stock when required; and the third and last instal- 
ment was due July 1, 1817, and the like payments 
required as for the second. At this time the law 
presumed that the bank would possess the actual 
sum of twenty eight millions in cash and stocks 
of the United States, exclusive of the 7 millions 
of stock specially created forthe sudscription on 
behalf of, the United States. Iventure to say 
that itnever possessed, at any one time, much more 
than one halfof the capital as designated by law. 

If we get a faithfulreport from the secretary of 
the treasury, in obedience to certain resolutions of 
the senate of the United States at its last sitting, 
[and I trust that we will get such a report] we 
shall not have to grope about quite so much in the 
field of conjecture, or argue from inference, as 
we now have to do; for every body knows that the 
secrets of the banking house are faithfully pre- 
served from the uninitiated. But to make the best 
use of the few facts that we have: 

Oa the first day of July, 1817, the bank of the 
United States ought to have had twenty eight mil- 
lions in cash or stocks, besides the 7 millions sub- 
scription of the government—but the carrran may 
have been as follows: 

In speciey 
United States stocks 


2,500,000 
13,043,737 13 
16,543,767 13 
11,456,232 87 





Srock noTse, for balance 





28,000,000 00 





| Luse this word “legislative,” as appropriate to 


“Truth.” : : 
*(p Please to mark the words in Italic. 





+Or notes of “specie paying bunks,” so calleg, 


the word “executive,” used by the writcr of 
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I feel confident that the allowance for the specie” 
is liberal—general rumor, not always te be depend- 
edon, gave the original sum in stock notes, as capr- 
tal, at twelve millions; add the 25 per cent. advance 
on the stock as allowed,! and we have a gross 
amount of about ffteen millions in stock notes, as 
heretofore calculated—[see present vol. page 21, 
&e.] The amount of the United States stocks is de- 
termined by the purchases of the treasury depart- 
ment. See the documents accompanying the re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury, at the com- 
mencement of the last session of congress, vol: 
XI. page 264. The losses occasioned to the 
United States by getting of the bank only thirteen 
instead of twenty-one millions, as “WE THE PEOPLE” 
had a right to expect to get, are explained in the 
present volume, page 21. But we got “ALL” that 
the bank had—See voi. XHI, page 242, for the se- 
cretary of the treasury’s assertion of this fact. 

Common fame says that several large subscribers 
were accommodated with promises to pay, in lieu 
of payment, for the frst instalment!—I have not any 
reason to believe that this was the case—it is hard- 
ly possible to believe that it was suffered;—but it. 
is perfectly notorious that much of the second in 
stalment, payable January 1, 1817, was paid by 
stock notes in lieu of gold and silver and stock of the 
United States. Whether there were any such ac- 
commodations at the Baltimore dranck I do not 
know—The gentleman says that there were none 
‘UNTIL the government of the United States with- 
drew its 14 [13] millions’—the accommodations, 


then, of certain Ballimore stockholders were receiv. | 


ed for the instalment of January, from the mother 
bank or from some other branch, for every body 
knows that they were received (as well as for the 
third instalment) from some quarter. The United 
States retired no part of their stock that lad been 
paid into the bank as capital, “‘uwri’? April; and 
I believe, but cannot say positively, not “until in 
or after July,’ when the whole bank capital should 
have been paid, and stock-notes must have become 
useless, as to enabling any one to pay for his stock. 
The heading of the treasury document (see vol. 
XI, page 264) designates the stock as purchased 
from the “lst of April to the Ist of Sept. 1817— 
which, though it shews us that none was purchased 
BEFORE .2pri’, leaves us in the dark as to the exact 
time when it was purchased.* 

The board has not only an undoubted right, but 
is it also its duty to “exercise an honest opinion’’ 
as to the responsibility of paper offered for discount. 
I stated the fact as to the great scarcity of money 
from the seemingly universal clamor; many of my 
acquaintance have complained of a deprivation of 
their expected accommodations from the office, and 
some regretted that they had ever opened accounts 
there. The persons with whom I converse are ge- 
nerally of the productive classes, or of moderate and 
regular businesses. But such is the nature of the 
case that any of those who have spoken to me on 


*Reflection, and some little calculation, led me 
to fix an opinion that no part of the stock that be- 
longed to the bank was purchased seroreE July, 
1817. It was very agreeable to find, just as this 
sheet was going to press, that that opinion was 
founded on correct principles; for an examination 
of the treasury books at Weshington, made at my 
request, shews that the siock alluded to was pur- 
chis d BETWEEN JULY AND St+PTEMBER LAST—CHIEF- 
LY IN StPTEMBER: that is, chiefly in at least two 
months ufer the who'e capital of the bank should 
shou'd h:ve been paid in. 
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subject, must not be named—to use the language 
of one of them, “their hand is in the lion’s mouth, 
and they must get it out'as easily as they can.” 
The often experienced candor, and sincerity and 
plain dealing of the writer of “Truth,” convinces 
me that he himself has acted from the honorable 
motives, and onthe broad ground, stated——but 
the word “approved”? of may have been applied 
by others in a sense different from that in which 
he would apply it, if it were left to him, individual- 
ly. Who are “approved?”————The idea has gone 
forth that the bank of the United States, not only 
designed to regulate the business of all the state 
banks, but that of persons, in business, in general. 
This may be inferred from a celebrated fact which 
{ published in these words in February last—see 
page 4: 

- “But the exchange is not equalized, and it seems 
designed to convert that great establishment into 
a vast broker’s office, where money may be bought 
and sold as in the little shops that now abound in 
our country. Already, an office at one place re- 
fuses to take the notes of an office at another,*—in 
some, the disgraceful fact exists (or has existed) that 


} premiums are charged for drafts on others; at others 


the accommodation of drafts is refused (i. e. the 
equalization of exchange is denied) to any except 
those who keep their accounts, or do business ex- 
clusively with such offices, to secure a monopolu: for 
which purpose they have “black lists,” referring 
to them to ascertain whether such facility may be 
granted or not. Such reference has been made in 
Baitimore—and an application for a pitiful sum, in 
a draft on Philadelphia, refused—after an observa- 
tion by a clerk, on looking at his alphabet, “tyou 
don’t keep your entire account here, and we reserve 
such things for our particular friends,” or words to 
that effect—thus defeating one great [apparent] 
object of the institution. This seems to be a common 
case I have heard of a dozen in a day or two.” 

To conclude—for really I cannot, dare not, occu- 
py the whole Recister with the business of bank- 
ing (though think it the most important subject that 
has come before the people of the United States 
since the adoption of their constitution, | some may 
have expected more from the bank spoken of than 
it could perform; but the “truth” is that the public 
hope has been sadly disappointed. 

The gentleman is not one of those that I call 
‘bank speculators”—it cannot be doubted but that 
he has “‘paid” for his shares. He says so; and the 
list of subscribers that I have shews that he took 
only a few, which he was well able to pag for, with- 
out an accommodation on them.” 


~~  —— 
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The paper system—No. VII. 


{ Last of the series. ] 
ADDRESSED TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER. 


Sir,— Having in my last letter detailed the 
modes, manner, and means by which bank charters 
have sometimes been obtained, I will now proceed 
to explain how their capitals are for the most part 
constituted. . 

A few honest tradesmen, and persons having a 
little money to spare, are persuaded by the know- 
ing ones—the speculators—to si:bscribe, and these 
in reality are the only subscriptions that are ever 
paid until the time arrives, when the great specu- 


*A parlisi reveiulion, possiviy though a) expo 
sure of the reprehensible practice, has been effect- 
ed in this respect, since the date of our exiract, 
and the opposite extreme is used to accomplish a 














similar purpose! 
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lators can sell out,to advantage. The residue 1s 
taken by a knot of speculators, and directors, to 
the amount of hundreds of thousands, nay in some 
particular cases millions of dollars, for which in 
reality they never advance a farthing of real value. 
The first operation of the bank is to discount for 
these persons, to enable them to pay each instal- 
ment as it becomes due. For these discounts the 
speculators pledge their script, and gives notes of 
hand, renewed ad infinitum. It is important to dis- 
sect this plausible security, on the’validity of which 
the people are eventually to rely, for the redemp- 
tion of a great portion of the notes of the institu- 
tion. The scrip thus pledged, is simply the re- 
presentative of the very instalment, for which it 
has been pledged. It is merely pledging one piece 
of bank paper, for the payment of another piece of 
bank paper! Thus this mighty pledge, is nothing 
but the simple process of borrowing of a man 
some ofhis own money, to pledge as security for 
its payment—except that paper is here the sub- 
stitute for money. The exchange is fair enough 
between two individuals for their mutual accom- 
modation; but when jit is practised as in the case 
of the banks, for the purpose of deceiving the peo- 
ple witha semblance of real capital where none ex- 
ists, whatever may be its polite denomination in 
barks and brokers’ shops, it is nothing but arrant 
swindling. For let it be remembered, that unless 
the capital of a bank is dona fide paid in, its scrip 
is ef no real value whatever, and the only security 
the public has for the stability of an institution so 
constituted, is the personal security of the specu- 
lators. If by practicing the usual arts, by which 
public credulity is made subservient to the gains 
of the worthless, the stocks of the banks can be 
raised above par, the speculator sells out and pays 
the bank; but ifon the contrary it should depre- 
ciate by any accidental insight into the true state 
of the matter, he cannot redeem his pledge, the 
bank fails, or goes on secretly renewing debts to 
the public which it can never pay. Thus it is 
clearly perceived that the basis of the present pa- 
per system, is nothing more than the responsibility 
of aknot of desperate speculators, dependent al- 
together on the public credulity for their existence, 
and who will break, and run away or take the be- 
nefit of some convenient bankrupt law, wherever 
the bubble shall burst. The system sir, is a paper 
system throughout—paper guarantees paper on 
all sides—speculators bolster up brokers, brokers 
are cats-paws tobank directors—and it is in vain 
that we look for what alone, can and ought to be the 
basis of a monied institution—silver and gold. The 
system is not even gilded on the outside, and like 
very gudgeons we swallow the naked hook. 
Suppose sir—one may suppose almost any thing, 
not impossible in this age of banks and bankrupt- 
cies—Suppose one of the great speculators in the 
stock of the. bank of the United States, should 
fail; in debt to the banka million and a half, for 
money borrowed of the bank, to pay his instalments 
tothe bank. Imagine that in order to prevent the 
depression of the stock by such an amount coming 
all at once into the market,: the remainder of the 
knot of speculators assume the whole, pledging in 
like manner, ihe scrip, and their own notes of hand 
for the payment—renewable, uniil they can sell out 
toa great profit. Imagine then that the additional 
weight of stock, thus assumed by the remainder, 
and the additional discounts’ required to enable 
them to retain this enormous amount, till the bub- 
ble is fully blown, should bear so heavily, that the 
directors of the institution, at length begin to 





tremble at the situation.in which they had thus 
placed thenation and the stockholders, who had 
appointed them to a trust which they had thus 
shamefully abused and betrayed—that they should 
at length, to make the best of a desperate case, re- 
fuse to renew their accommodations to the specu- 
lators—and demand the payment of these millions. 
In sucha case, might not the exaggerated wealth 
of the mightiest of these mighty speculators prove 
inadequate to this sudden emergency? Might not 
his property—nay, is it not quite certain that it 
would—fail under the unexpected pressure of this 
enormous debt, when sacrificed as property always 
is in such cases? Far be it from me sir, to insinuate 
the remotest possibility of men whom the world 
gives credit for being worth millions, being in re- 
ality and to all intents and purposes bankrupts— 
and still further be it from me to even hint, that 
the men of real substantial wealth, have already 
quietly sold out, and realized a moderate profit on 
their stock, leaving the bank entirely to these beg- 
garly speculators in millions, who if the stock were 
by any chance to fall below par, would be bank- 
rupts to-morrow. Thus is the public left with the 
security of a scrip, depending for its value, onthe 
pledges of men, who in turn are dependent on this 
very scrip, for the means of redeeming their pledg- 
es! Such sir, is the situation of a great portion of 
the newly erected banks. Destitute of any real 
capital, they are every day increasing debts to the 
public, toan amount almost beyond the reach of 
calculation, while the besotted people continue to 
take their notes with as much confidence as if they 
were silver and gold, although one every day hears 
of banks becoming openly insolvent, in many parts 
of the United States, In addressing a people thus 
voluntarily bowing to wholesale imposition—so do- 
cile in submitting to be cheated by every piece of 
pictured paper—I feel as if I were wasting my 
time, and occupying a space in your valuable paper, 
that might be devoted to more salutary purposes. 
This letter shall therefore conclude the series for 
the present, and like many a well meaning man, I 
must sit down and solace myself with the exam- 
pie of poor Cassandra, whose prophecies though 
always fulfilled, were never believed, until it was 
too late. 

It is utterly impossible that the present system 
of banking can endure five years. It cannot impose 
on the people much longer, and if it could, it would 
periso by its own corruptions. A little while, and 
it will become necessary for the banks to pay spe- 
cie, and then will their solvency be severely tested. 
It will not be long before some great question will 
be agitated, and decided in this country— , 


“Some village Hampden, that with dauntloss breast, 
“The little tyrant of his fields withstood— 


Will enrot his name among the berefictors of 
his country, by prosecuting these priwileved gentle. 
men who do not choose to pay their debts like 
other people, and finally ascertain whether the spi- 
rit of justice yet wakes in this bank-ridden land. 
But say the jackalls of the banks—we do not re- 
fuse to pay specie—we pay every body that asks for 
it. True sir, but it is well known, that whoever 
dares ask for it is from that time a marked man— 
he becomes obnoxious toa body of men that can 
destroy him if he be a trader—mechanic or mer- 
chant—and which will assuredly make an example 
of the offender, in order to deter others. What 
unheard of insolence then, to pretent to pay spe- 
cie, and annex a penalty to che demand. : 

The belief of the generality of banks being able 
to pay now or at any future period the amount of 
their debts in specie, is worthy of the people wiiu 
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have submitted to the galling impositions of the 
paper system. The reckless, and unprincipled 
issue of notes, by which they are enabled to make 
such enormous dividends, will forever preclude 
them from the possibility of specie payments. 
There is not specie sufficient in the whole universe, 
to redeem the paper of England and America. 
True it is, that the difference between bank notes 
and specie is but a few percent. just now, but only 
let the public confidence in this paper system be 
once fairly shaken, and one shall then see the real 
difference in the value of specie and bank notes. 
‘The first will be worth twice as much as now, and 
the latter will be worth nothing—it will gradually 
sink as the public confidence is withdrawn from it, 
and finally iike continental money, be stowed away in 
old pocket books, to remind the owner of past delu- 
sions, and afford another lesson, from which his 
posterity will derive no benefit, 

Among the many privileges of chartered banks, 
that of runiixg in debt to three times the amount, 
and only being liable for the amount of its capital, 
is not the least preposterous. I should like to 
know by what authority any legislative body can 
thus exempt men fromthe payment of their debts 
—are not all men obliged to pay their debts, or sub- 
mittothe disgrace ofopen palpable bankruptcy? 
Yet here is a case where men may grow rich out of 
the spoils of the bank, and then quietly retire, 
leaving the funds of the institution, no matter what 
they are,to answer for debts to three times their 
amount. I am no great special pleader sir, but I will 
venture to say, that such a practice is at war with 
every principle of law, equity and common sense, 
It is a privilege abrogated by its own palpabie ab- 
surdity—by its direct opposition to all the laws and 
customs of general society—and above all by its 
unequailed parjiality and mjustice. You will for- 
give this digression, but the truth is, that as I ad- 
vance into the subject, so many points of folly, 
injustice, iniquity and abuse present themselves, 
that Iam embarrassed witha multiplicity of ma- 
terials. 

I have little doubt but it will be argued by ma- 
ny, that the banks will in time acquire a basis of 
real property, by exchanging rags, for houses and 
lands, and the crediiors be thus secured in the 
jast resort. But sir, let it he remembered, that 
when the time arrives, that the banks must sell 
their real property to pay their debts, a state of 
things will occur, fatal toits value. Universal dis- 
tress, doubi, apprehension and dismay, wili deter 
almost every man from purchasing,—all will be 
sellers, where none will be found to buy, and the 
consequence be that the banks will never be able 
to realize the amount for which this property was 
originally pledged. ‘Thus, the debtor bank, and 
the holder of its notes, will share one common 
fate, and wide spread Cistress, difficulty, and ruin 
be scattered over this smiling land. This is no 
fancy picture. In the event of «loss of confidence 
in bank paper, which must very soon result from 
the present mode of administering the great paper 
system—and when the public shall cease to be- 
lieve in this new docirine of the transubstantiation 
ofrags into silver and gold, the demand on the 
panks for specie will be generai—consequently the 
sale of real property pledged to them will be ge- 
neral. The inevitable consequence of such.a vast 
property being ali at once thrown into the market, 
will be a depreciation in the land, almost equal to 
that of psper money. 

But sir, the advocates of the true paper faith— 
who believe against the experience of all ages, and 


I ceca 


the evidence of facts occurring every day—will 
tell me that this catastrophe of the paper system is 
so distant as to pass the limits of a distinct antici- 
pation—that itis hke the end of the world,— 
nobody thinks of predicting it but crack brained 
enthusiasts, laboring under the delusion of fancied 
inspiration. Sir, they may tell us so—but they don’t 
believe it—they know better—they feel that the 
bubble will soon burst—the knowing ones are at 
this moment quietly extricating themselves from 
the consequences that will soon take place, by ex- 
changing their bank stock for real property, leav- 
ing it to the wretched beggars, or dupes, to stand 
the storm when it shall come. Wot only this sir, 
but the more prudent banks—those thai realiy merit 
confidence, and mean to pay their debts, are gradual. 
ly withdrawing their notes from circulation, but at the 
same time are too many of them practicing a most un- 
pardonable imposition on the public, by assisting to 
circulate the notes of petty banks, unworthy of the 
public confidence. ‘the consequence will be, that ere 
long the great mass of notes in circulation, will be 
those of the most worthless and unprincipled institu- 
tions, which never meaning to pay their debts, are anx- 
tous tarunin debt to the public as deeply as possible. 
And here sir,a most momentous question arises, 
which I hope to see one day decided. in this coun- 
try. Whether, the bank which thus pays me a 
debt withthe notes of another bank, does not in 
effect guarantee the validity of these notes?—Com- 
mon sense says yes—and justice says yes—and ana- 
logy will fully justify the doctrine. If I pay aman 
a debt mcounterfeit dollars, am I not liable to be 
made to pay it again, whether I know of the coun- 
terfeit or not? If I pass away a note of hand receiv- 
ed from another, am I not obliged to guarantee the 
payment of the note—and does not this rule run 
through every transaction of business? Under what 
statute of law, or principle of justice, thendo these 
banks hope to escape the penalty which every in- 
dividual incurs in similar cases, and how wili they 
screen themselves from the consequences of thus 
paying their debts, in the worthless paper of our 
insqlvent banks? Let them refiect seriously on this; 
and assure themselves, that as yet, there is no pow- 
er in this country that can exonerate either indi- 
viduals or corporations from the operation of the 
fundamental and inflexible principles that lay at 
the root of every system of law. 

Such sir, are the great features of the present 
puper system, as 1 have faithfully endeavored to de- 
lineate them. in this and the preceeding letters. 
It was, and is still, my intention, to develope some 
of the moral effects, certainly not the least import- 
ant consequence of this system, that have fallen 
under my observation. But this I shall postpone 
awhile, for I am conscious that your liberality in af- 
fording me so large a portion of your valuable paper, 
has been nota little inconvenient. My letters have 
been too long—but the honest truth is that the sub- 
ject opened so many views of mischief, that I 
hardly knew where to begin, or where to end. For 
the present, I shall conclude this series with a few 
observations, leaving it to you, to bring forward 
those statements, which your practical knowledge, 
and more extensive sphere of observation, may 
have enabled you to collect. 

I think Lhave given sufficient proof in the course 
of these letters—that the paper system under its 
present slovenly, not to say unprincipled character, 
is highly injurious to every. class of people but one 
—to wit, the band of brokers, bank directors and 
speculators, It impoverishes every order of men, 











by diminishing the yalue of the gains of honest 
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labor—by enhancing the price of every article of 
necessity, without affording any equivalent advan- 
tage—by seducing the farmer into ridiculous and 
ruinous prodigslity and speculation, to: which he 
finally falls a victim—by rendering it impossible 
for the manufacturer, to exist in consequence of 
the high price of his materials—by lessening at 
least one half, the real value of incomes arising 
from any permanent source—and by depriving our 
gallant sailors and soldiers of one half the comforts 
they could procure, iftheir pay were not diminish- 
ed in that proportion, by the depreciation of the 
medium in which they are paid. The advocates, 
and those who revel in the corruptions of the sys- 
tem, dare not deny this—they only hug themselves 


in the security of public credulity, and legislative 


folly or corruption, and smile with contempt on the 


ineffectual resistance of a few dispersed, and im- 
poverished victims. ae A 
But respice finem—Gentlemen—look to the inevit. 
able fate foretold in the examples every day occur- 
ing, but which are so immaterial, of so little con- 
sequence to the people that they pass without no- 
tice. If the city editors make any remarks on 
them, they assuredly forfeit their discounts—the 
bank directors will throw out their notes, and en- 
join it upon all their wretched dependents on 
*change, to withhold their advertisements from 
the impertinent meddiers. A year or two ago a 
bank failed in Alexandria indebted to the public 
several hundred thousand dollars—another in New 
York state in the same predicament—and the other 
day weheard of a similar catastrophe happening to 
two banks tothe westward—the German bank of 
Wooster—and the Farmers bank at Canton.* It is 
no wonder sir—banks without capital, administered 
by people, who even if they are honest, are igno- 
rant of thefirst principles of banking, or by hun- 
gry unprincipled speculators determmed to grow 
rich at the expense of the public—must and will 
fail, the moment they are called upon to pay in 
specie. For my part, 1 wonder they don’t nearly all 
fail,for fail they most assuredly will ere long—leay- 
ing it to the good people of these United States, to 
pocket their losses,—to wonder at their delusion— 
and to fall victims to the very next bubble, that 
may beset afloat. 1 take my leave for the present, 
with a repetition of my thanks to you, for your ex- 
ertions ina righteous cause—for the good you 
have done already—and for that which] am satis- 
fied you will yet perform. Whatever may be the 
result of our joint labors, for the public benefit, 
it will-always be to mea source ofhonest pleasure, 
to recollect that J was once a fellow laborer, in a 
good cause, with a man, who! have ever noted, 
as always to be found administering those princi- 
ples and supporting those doctrines, most condu- 
cive to the glory and happiness of our native land. 
You will hear from me occasionally, when I shall 
be furnished, asLhave been promised, with a free 
and true exposition of the occult mysteries of 
brokering, banking and speculating, as they are 
now generally practised. Be assured I will not let 
this subject rest, until some of the evils of the 
system are cured, or all hope of cure is lost. 


— 





* My frienc might have added three in Mary- 
land that are “as good as gone,” and several in 
Pennsylvania that are preparing to “give up the 
ghost.’ The same is to about to happen ia other 
places. Ipray the people who owethese banks to 
collect their notes and settle off, whilst such notes 
are yet received in payment—and then “be at 
quits” forever with them. 


Fourth of July Societies. | 

An old patriot (judging by his hand writing), has 
sent the following 600 miles to me. It is insert- 
ed with pleasure, and may furnis! matter for 
future remarks. 

Mr, Niles—You have done so much, sir, to- 
wards inspiring the American people with a proper 
national pride, that it may appear, in some degree, 
a trespass upon your patriotic and philanthropic 
priaciples to invite the application of your efficient 
exertions into a new channel. 1 will not say, sir, 
that you have inspired the naval officers of the 
United States with the noble spirit which actuates 
them—Jt would be an injustice to them, so to say. 
But I believe it may be truly said you have cone 
much towards enlightening the public mind with 
an adequate sense of their invaluable services. I 


the prospect of the extinction of political parties 
in the United Stateg, owe more to the officers of 
the American navy for that result, whether consi- 
dered as in itself beneficial or not, than, on the 
one hand, would be willingly acknowledged, or 
than, on the other, there is any desire of claiming. 
The extinction of the late, or if you please, of the 
present political parties, is, or would be, a nation- 
al blessing. All 1) e good they could have done is 
already done. Ali the evil is comparatively little, 
and may now unquestionably terminate. The re- 
sult is to be ascribed, in my humble judgment, 
more to our glorious naval victories than to any 
other single cause.* I can compare it to nothing so 
aptly as to a long contest between nations, or be- 
tween individuals, where, after volumes of negoci- 
ations or correspondenee, the difference is at 
length definitively settled by a treaty, or a bond 
for the payment of a given sum. Parties will 
undoubtedly arise, and it is for the public good 
that they should arise. But they ought to be en- 
tirely new parties; both as to their principles, and 
as to their objecte, and ultimate views. 

! am not apprehensive that what I'am about to 
suggest will have a connection with party views of 
any kind. I rather presume that all will unite in 
the object, without animosities, or collision of 
sentiment. It relates to the celebration of the nu- 
tional anniversary. 

Some person at Washington, with laudable and 
generous views, has proposed, not so much the 
extinction, as the absorption, of all anomalous and 
detached associations, whether for patriotic, or be- 
nevolent, or scientific purposes, into one great in- 
stitution. The name, “‘rourTA OF JULY SOCIETIES,” 
has been suggested. Without reference to the 
particular name, | cannot hesitate in saying thai the 
object is worthy of promotion. 





. 


*The editor trusts that he never has suffered a 
opportunity to pass without improving it, to the 
best of his skill and ability, to honor our invalsa- 
ble seamen, whose labors have been so. splendid!y 
productive of national character—but the army 
must not be cast in the shade; it contained as p¢al- 
lant spirits and devoted hearts as ever carried the 
“bunting” over the deep, and maintained as severe 
combats with the enemy. But—certainly, us the 
navy was one of the points of policy: about which 
parties,differed—its victories over England, thou, b 
the legislature of Mussachuseits solemnly declared 
it “immoral to rejoice at them,” had a most pow- 
erful tendency to affiliate the people; one party, 
through a gratification of the pride’ of opinion; 





the other, in the positive results of its operations: 
hence, my correspondent may be entirely correct. 


believe, also, that those who are delighted with ~ 
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BarrimorE might reasonable comprehend fifty 
literary societies. They might all adopt the anni- 
versary of the national independence as their par- 
ticular anniversary. They might all be in affilia. 
tion with other societies of a similar character 
throughout the union. By a principle of aggre- 
Ration, an association of a superior grade, com- 


‘prehending a whole state, might be raised; not es- 
sentially varying, in the arrangement, from the 


masonic institution, excepting that in this case 
there is no reason for any sort of concealments or 
secrecy. 

May I hope, sir, that the anniversary of 1818 
may be distinguished by the rise of five or six so- 
cieties of this description in Baltimore? May I 
also hope that the anniversary of 1819 may witness 
not merely an extention of the principle in Balti- 
more, but the comprehension of the whole state in 
one scientific, patriotic, and benevolent fraternity? 

If, sir, you could aid. and foster the growth of 
literary affiliated associations throughout the union, 
all celebrating, by processions and other ceremo- 
nies, the fourth of July, I think you would deserve 
as much credit for it as the founder of the pana- 
THEN in Greece; though the name of the insti- 
tutior of that festival may perhaps have become 
evanescent in history. 


Letters from South America. 


[COMMUNICATED FOR THE WEEKLY REGISTER. |] 
Buenos Ayres, 3d March, 1818. 
Dear str—I had scarcely set my foot on shore 








awhen I was informed that the schooner Platisburg 


would certainly sail the next day for Baltimore, 
and being anxious to embrace so favorable an op- 
portunity of merely informing my friends of my ar- 
yival in health at this place, and of some few par- 
ticulars I had then heard, | wrote immediately— 
Since then I learn that the vessel has been detain- 
ed in consequenee of our arrival, and will probably 
be detained until our commissioners have an in- 
ferview with the supreme director, which may be 
in a day or two; to-morrow we are to be presented 
to the secretary of state; after which our political 
intercourse will commence. 

The mail which arrived yesterday in twenty-five 
days from St. lago, Chili, brings intelligence that 
the Spanish army, which it was expected would in- 
vade Chili from Peru, had not then arrived. The 
combined forces of the patriots now in Chili, un- 
der San Martin and O’Higgins amount to about 
eleven thousand, about nzné thousand of which are 
said to be well disciplined and excellent troops, 
particularly the horse, which are so useful in that 
coumtry, and which are about fifteen hundred 
strong. San Martin writes in good spirits, and de- 
clares himself to be more than a match for any 
force the Spaniards can bring. The expected Spa- 
nish army, is said to consistof no more than four 
thousand; and that they expect very confidently 
to add considerably to their numbers. by enlist- 
ments, and large accessions in the country thro’ 
which they may pass—but the better opinion is, 
that in this the royalists will be much disappoint- 
ed. Gen. Brayer is with the army of O’Higgins 
which hein fact actually commands and stands 
high 

Thereis at present no government in Chili but 
that of the supreme director, who is O’Higgins, or 
gather of San Martin, who is the commander in 
chief, having the supreme director under him as 
his lieutenant. O'Higgins is now in St. lago, and 


it 1s said will remain there coatinuing in the com- 
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mand of the army pro forma, which is in fact exer- 
cised by Brayer.. Carrera and others say that so 
long as the country is so much threatened, and 
surrounded as it is at present by the fleets and 
armies of the royalists, the government of Chili 
had better remain as it is, suspended, or its 
formation postponed; and that so soon as the roya- 
lists are drawn entirely off and there is no further 
danger from them, the people will no longer sub- 
mit to San Martin, but have a government of their 
own. Thepeople of this country, and I am told 
there is little difference between the general cha- 
racter of any particular section, are said to be very 
unanimous in the resolution to maintain to the 
utmost their independence; but as to civil govern- 
ment and municipal regulations, all seems as yet 
to be disorder, darkness and confusion. It is dif- 
ficult to procure information of any sort as to the 
State of things, and that which you do get has 
seemed to me to be, all of it, more orless disco- 
lored or distorted by prejudice, passion or anime- 
sity. A gentleman, apparently intelligent and the 
friend and intimate acquaintance ofArtigas, has just 
left me, who represents that singular warrior whose 
very name is a terror to this government, as one 
of the most deserving and worthy patriots of all 
the country. His person and aspect, said he, 1s 
noble, open and commanding, and altho’ he is the 
commander in chief of a considerable extent of 
country and population, he is poor and denies him- 
self all. indulgencies and ornaments that can be 
dispensed with—one day I could but notice his 
coat, which was an old one darned in several pla- 
ces, patched at the elbows and without epauletts; 
he observed that I was eyeing his coat and said, 
you see I am poor, yet Ihave five thousand dollars 
in the public chest, but it must all go to purchase 

arms, for we have many enemies and are determin- 
ed to be independent and free; Lhave, it is true, a 
better coat, but can’t afford to wear it every day.— 
Artigas, continued he, has not what is called a 
cultivated mind, but he has a vast fund of comman 
sense; he was never known to be in a passion, or 
to skulk from any danger, however great, which it 
was necessary to encounter in order to effect his 
purpose. He wishes for a confederation of states 
similar to that of the United States, and is firmly 
resolved on accomplishing the freedom and inde- 
pendence of his couniry. A friend complimented 

him by comparing him to Washington—No, he re- 
plied, there isno Washington in this country—the 
little finger of that illustrious man would cause 
all to go right—would to God we had a Washing- 
ton to direct and to lead us!—Such is the charac- 
ter of Artigas as drawn by a friend. His enemies 
describe him as a blood thirsty Goth—yet all admit 
that there isas much or more justice and order on 
the other side of the river as on this, and that the 
attachment of the people on the eastern side to 
Artigas is unanimous and warm. As tothe scene 
and the people by which I am surrounded, I would 
not as yet venture an opinion; indeed where every 
thing is so new, it would be difficult at once to 
make up any tolerably correct views on the moral, 
social or political condition of the people—I have 
been repeatedly told, that the superstition and ig- 
norance of the people is gross in the extreme, but 
that they are getting more liberal—Under the 
regal government there was to be met with but 
one instance in’ which any thing like an ‘election 
was at all visible, that was inthe election of the 
alcalde; it is then no wonder that they should be 
ignorant of the importance and nature of elections; 
but inthis too the people improve. At the firgt 
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election for officers of the Calzabo or city council- 
men, there were not six hundred votes taken, at 
the last, there were more than six thousand, and in 
despite of executive influence, some of the most 
respectable citizens of the city were eleeted—but 
still the progress is slow.—Under the colonial go- 
vernment the importation of books was prohibited, 
and the circulation of even: foreign newspapers 


brought here by chance was dangerous; many 


books of all sorts are imported, and there are four 
newspapers printed in the town, issuing once or 
twice a week. Artigas, I was told, had declared 
he would send for a printing press as soon as he 
could afford it—for there is no such thing under his 
government at present. ‘The people are said to be 
naturally sprightly, active, kind, social and docile. 
Their declaration of independence has not merely 
announced to the world a revolution in their polz- 
dical institutions, but to a person who contemplates 
the sgene here, it would seem to do more,—to be a 
manifesto of a resolution to transport themselves 
from one state of soeial existence into another, 
entirely new—all agree, however, in saying, that the 
general state of the people has improved and con- 
tinues to improve. 

Our arrival here has excited great interest with 
all classes, and the very great majority of the peo- 
ple, itis said, are highly delighted with it—and 
that in consequence of our arrival only, it is that 
the present supreme director has been suffered to 
- remain in office; he has either done wrong or the 
people have got tired of him; and I have been as- 
sured would certainly have been turned out in 
three days more had not we arrived. The con. 
gress is now in session. It is said they debate but 
little, and latterly bave held most oftheir delibe- 


rations with closed doors. The congress consists | 


of but one chamber, composed of thirty-two mem- 
bers—as to the manner in which they are elected, or 
as some will have it appointed by the management 
of the director, I must describe it to you when I 
have obtained more minute and accurate infor- 
mation. By the Plattsburg I have sent you a copy 
of Funes’ history of this country, which you can 
perhaps make interest with some bookseller to 
have translated and republished; it is the best and 
only faithful account of this country—and brings 
down its history to the commencement of the re- 
volution. .The author, it is said, has actually writ 
ten the history of the revolution also up to the pre- 
sent time, but finds it not safe or convenient to 
publish it just now. | 

The press here is ostensibly as free as in our 
country, butis at present under the actual surveil- 
lance of the government. I have sent you by Mr. 
Deforest, a few of each of the public papers print- 
ed here, with such other public documents as I 
have been able to procure; on each of which I have 
noted in the margin its general character, as I am in- 
formed by an intelligent friend; forI have not had a 
moment to spare to glance an eye over any of them. 

4th March—This day at twelve o’clock the com- 
missioners madetheir respects to the secretary of 
state, Mr. l'agle, who is said to be a sensible man, 
it was a visit merely of ceremony—to-morrow at 
the same hour they are to make their respects te 
the supreme directors, and on the next day it is 
said, that the congress, the Calzabo, the Padros, 
&c. are to wait on them, after whichI suppose they 
will begin to talk of business. 

Carrera gave me letters to his wife, sister and 
several friends here, none of whom I have yet seen 
[am told, that his sister is one of the most sen- 
sible and accomplished women of this country. 


The Plattsburg, is is now said, Will certainly leave 
this to-morrow, I must therefore close this, I fear, 
unintelligible scrawl, for I have written as I could 
snatch a moment, and in scraps as I heard matters 
which I thought might be relied on, or as they ap- 
pered interesting. 
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Legislature of New-Hampshire. | 
The legislature of New-Hampshire convened on 
the 3d inst—each branch is republiczn. The votes 
given at the late election for governor were 31,465 
—gov. Plumer had 18,674 and is re elected. Jere- 
mish Mason, esq. had 6,850, and Wiltiam Hale esq. 

5,019. The two latter were federalists. 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. — 

Fellow citizens of the senate, 
And house of representatives, 

It has long been the practice, and is considered 
the duty, of the executive magistrate of this state, 
early in each session to recommend to the’consi- 
deration of the legislature, such subjects as appear 
to him of public utility, and which require the 
further aid of the legislature to promote and se- 
cure. 

The ultimate object, which legislators ought 
constantly to keep in view, and to which all their 
proceedings should be subservient is the happiness 
of the people. .As our government was “instituted 
for the common benefit, protection and security 
of the whole community, and not for the private 
interest or emolument of any one man, family or 
class of men,” if the interest of the great body of 
the people actually requires amendments to our 
laws, although they may operate to the disadvan- 
tage of a few, or to a class of men, we are bound 
to make those amendments. The welfare of so- 
ciety requires that the prosperity of the many 
should be preferred to the conflicting interest of 
‘the few. And we are under high obligations to 
our constituents, not only to take care that the 
laws be duly executed, but to improve and perfect 
our civil institutions, so as to render them con- 
formable to natural justice and to the actual state 
of society. 

Upon these principles, permit me to recommend 
a few subjects, which, from their importance, ap, 
pear to merit your candid and faithful considera- 
tion. 

A spirit of litigation, instead of being repressed, 
appears to meet with encouragement in various 
parts of thestate Thegreat number of law-suits, 
(many of which are trivial) and their expense and 
delay ruin many of the suitors, who after being re- 
lieved from imprisonment, by taking the poor 
debtor’s oath, become a burthen to society. The 
annual expense of suits in this state is immense, 
and the taz, levied in this way, falls with oppres- 
sive weight upon a class of people least of all able 
to bear it. If the legislature should assess an annu- 
al tax of the same amount npon the people, for any 
useful purposes whatever, a spirit of murmuring 
afid complaint would pervade every part of the 
state. And has not the government some reason 
to apprehend that evil consequences may result 
from the vast number and expense attending those 
suits? If states are secure, only in proportion as 
the great body of the people are contented with 
their situation, and attached to the laws and insti- 
tutions of their country, it is surely our interest as 
well as our duty to render the people happy, by 
diminishing their burthens and thus increasing 
their attachment to the laws and to the govern. 





ment. And in doing this, it is more safe to pre- 
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vent discontent by removing the causes of com- 
plaint, than to eradicate it when once established. 

In every state of society, law-suits must neces- 
sarily exist; but their number and expense, and the 
loss of time in attending them may be diminished, 
without endangering the rights of the citizens, or 
making great changes in our judicial system, With 
this view, I recommend, that the superior court of 
judicature should in future have the exclusive ju- 
risdiction of all real actions. It is well known, that 
almost every action of this description is now car- 
ried to the superior court for their decision—few, 
if any, are ultimately decided in the common pleas. 
Why then subject suitors to the unnecéssary ex- 
pense of commencing such suits in the common 
pleas, when it is not in the power of that court, or 
either of the, parties to compel the other to have a 
trial there, or disclose the facts on which he relies? 
1 would also grant to the superior court original con- 
current jurisdiction of all personal actions, where 
the sum demanded in damages shall be fifty dollars 
or more. ‘These provisions would save to the suit- 
ors the fees for entry, travel, attendance, appeal 
and copies at the infertor court, and the delay re- 
sulting from the present practice, all of which are 
very considerable, And asa compensation for the 
additional duty, thus imposed upon the justices of 
the superior court, grant them an additional salary, 
equal to the fees of entry of those actions [except 
a certain portion to the clerks] which would in- 
crease the compensation of the judges without 
taxing the public treasury. 

As the superior court have authority to grant 
new trials, in the nature of a review, in cases 
where it appears to them that substantial justice 
has not been done, the policy and expediency of 
allowing a review in all civil cases, appears to me 
doubtful. It is not only attended with great expense 
and long delay, but encourages litigation, if not 
falseswearing. The losing party having discover- 
ed what testimony his case requires, is under 
strong inducements to procure it. In criminal 
prosecutions, even when affecting the life of a citi- 
zen, only ‘one trial is permitted; and does not the 
interest of society require, that litigatian respect- 
ing property should terminate as speedily as is con- 
sistent with the claims of justice? A neighboring 
state, upon the recommendation of the judges of 
its supreme court—a court long and justly cele- 
brated for its legal science—has recently repealed 
its law which allowed reviews in all civil cases. I 
think sound policy requires us to imitate their ex- 
ample. 

It appears to have been the intention of the le- 
gislature, by the law of the 27th of June, 1816, to 
prohibit suitors appealing from judgments of the 
courts of common pleas, in personal actions, where 
the sum demanded in damages should not exceed 
fifty dollars; but it has been found by experience, 
that the provisions of that statute do not prevent 
defendants from appealing from such judgments; I 
therefore recommend a revisal of the law on that 
subject. 


The multiplicity of small vexatious suits requireas 


redress. Instances have occurred where the cost 
has been more than one hundred times as large as 
the debt. To prevent the recurrence of such evils, 
I know of no remedy more effectual, than to prohi- 
bit plaintiffs from recovering any costs unless they 
recover damages to.a certain specified amount. 
Such a law would not only relieve the poor from 
oppression, but compel them to be more punctual 
in the payment of their small debts: for credit be- 
ing necessary to their subsistence, they would find 


en 


greater punctuality requisite to support it. Still 
further to check the baneful progress of such suits, 
I recommend that a law be passed, enacting that if 
a plaintiff in a civil suit appeals from the judgment 
ofa justice of the peace, and shall not on the appeal 
recover judgment for more damages than the jus- 
tice awarded, the defendant shall recover his costs; 
and in case a defendant shall appeal from the jus- 
tice’s judgment and not obtain judgment in his fa- 
vor, the plaintiff shall be entitled to double costs. 
| In many cases penalties and forfeitures are annex- 
ed to the breach of particular statutes; and autho- 
rity given to any person to commence and prose. 
cute suits for the recovery of those forfeitures; one 
moiety for his own use, and the other for the state, 
county, town, or corporate body. Persons com- 
mencing such suits, usually do it either from a col- 
lusion with the offender, from avarice, or for the gra- 
tification of private revenge—motives unworthy of 
those who ought to be intrusted with the execution 
of the laws. ence of the suits thus commenced, 
the state or any corporate body, has seldom or ever 
received its moiety of the penalty. Yet it cannot 
be doubted that instances have frequently occurred, 
in which our penal statutes have been violated, to 
the injury and oppression of individuals. At the 
last session I recommended this subject, as well as 
one in relation to criminal prosecutions, to the 
consideration of the legislature. In addition to 
what I then stated, permit me now to suggest the 
propriety of so amending the laws, as to deprive 
individuals of the right to commence qui tam ac- 
tions, in all cases were the penalty exceeds the ju- 
risdiction of a justice of the peace; making it the 
duty of the attorney general to prosecute by indict- 
ment such offenders as the public interest requires; 
and giving the whole of the forfeiture to the state, 
county or corporate body. In that case, the known 
character of the attorney general and of the grand 
jurors, would afford protection against vexatious 
prosecutions, and insure the due execution of the 
laws. If such a mode should be adopted, you will 
judge of the propriety of providing that a summons, 
instead of acapias, should issue against the accused; 
and liberty given him to appear and plead person- 
ally or by attorney, and if found guilty, either on 
default or trial, execution to issue against him as 
in civil suits, Considering the nature of some of 
our penal statutes, and the probablewll health of 
some who may be accused, it would partake of too 
much severity, to require their personal attendance 
at court. 

There is another subject, connected with the 
amelioration and improvement of the condition of 
our fellow citizens, which merits your considera- 
tion. I mean that of the imprisonment of debtors. 
Their confinement within the walls of a prison pays 
no debt, and insteac of increasing, diminishes the 
means of payment. The loss of the labor, indus- 
try and talents of useful citizens, thus deprived of 
their liberty, not only depresses their ambition, but 
often subjects towns to the charge of maintaining 
their families, made destitute by the absence of 
those who usually provided for them. Jn ancient 
times, and in countries less civilized than our own, 
the power of the creditor over the body of the 
debtor was almost unlimited. Evenin New Hamp- 
shire, in the early stages of our government, the 
debtor was strictly confined within the walls of 
the prison. The laws at that time afforded him no 
relief; he was imprisoned for life, unless he paid 
the debt, or was liberated by the humanity of his 
creditor. A long period elapsed before a prison 





yard was established, in which the debtor, by giv- 
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ing bond, was permitied to breathe the common air 
without the limits of the prison house; or before in- 
digent debtors were authorized, in any case, to 
make oath they were unable to pay their debts; 
even then, an unfeeling creditor had authority to 
yetain his debtor during life, by paying a small sum 
tor his weekly support. ‘Lo the honor of the state, 
this power of the creditor over his debtor, has been 
recently annulled; and certain portions of his pro- 
perty, requisite to support life, exempted from at- 
tachment. ‘ 

Great as these improvements are, the cause of: 
lumanity and of natural justice, requires further 
Jegislative paid. We are bound, not only to 

rotect the rights of creditors against the frauds 
of debtors, but to shield the latter against the 
the unjust severity of the former. Our laws still 
authorize the creditor, after taking the greatest 
part of the debtor’s property, to deprive him of 
his liberty by confining him in prison, without af- 
fording him the means of subsistence; and_ if poor 
and friendless, he will be unable to obtain even the 
liberty of the prison yard. I would therefore re- 
commend that no debtor should hereafier be com- 
mitted to prison, either upon mesne process or ex- 
ecution, unless the creditor at the time of commit- 
ment, shall pay the cost of commitment, and give 
to the gaoler ample security for the comfortable 
support and maintenance of the prisoner so long 
as he shall be detained by him. If creditors will 
resort to the severity of depriving debtors of their 
personal liberty, it is reasonable that they, and not 
the public or the gaoler, should support them, I 
also recommend that persons committed, either 
on mesne process or execution, should have liberty, 
as soon as they are imprisoned, of taking the poor 
debtor’s oath, after giving reasonable notice to the 
creditor of their intention. I can see no necessity 
for a poor man, imprisoned on mesne process, to 
suffer confinement till judgment is rendered and 
execution levied on him. 

The time appears to be approaching, when impri- 
sonment for debt will no longer exist in any case, 
but creditors will consider the industry, fidelity 
and property of their debtors, and not the power 
of depriving them of liberty, as their only real and 
sufficient security. To make so great a change at 
the present time, might be attended with serious 
inconveniences. Reform to be useful azd perma- 
nent must be gradual. As many pe.sons are im- 
prisoned for small debts, and in such cases where 
payment is enforced by that means, it is usually 
obtained, not from the debtors but from the hu- 
manity of their friends and neighbors, I wouid 
therefore recommend that the bodies of debtors 
should not be liable, for any debt hereafter con- 
tracted, to be arrested on. any process issuing from 
a justice of the peace. Let frauds in concealing 
property, subject the offender to punishment, but 
preserve, as far as may be, the personal freedom of 
the citizen, for every restraint on his natu- 
ral liberty is a degree of tyranny, which no wise 
legislature will inflict. 

The number of questions of law, which the supe- 
rior court are bound to decide, often renders it ne- 
cessary to.continue the suits in which those ques- 
tions arise from term to term, and occasions consi- 
derable delay in the trial of other causes by the 
jury. To remedy this evil, I recommend to your 
consideration the propriety of establishing a law 
term annually in some central and convenient part 
of the state. 

The clerks of the several courts of law, from the 


ble sums of money, which of right belong the state, 
to the several counties, and to individuals; yet there 
is no law that requires them to give bonds for the 
payment thereof. The clerks of the superior court 
are bound to pay over for the use of the state, a 
certain portion of the fees of entry, and certify the 
same to the secretary, but some of them have not 
complied with the law. The clerks of the common 
pleas, are also bound to pay to the several county 
treasurers, a portion of the fees they reccive for 
the entry of suits. And the clerks of both these 
courts are obliged to receive monies due to plain- 
tiffs on mortgages, money brought into court on 
tenders made, and on rules issued by order of the 
judges. To remedy the evils that may arise in 
these cases, I recommend that provision be made, 
requiring the several clerks to give bond with sure- 
ties for the performance of their duty. 

As lotteries are a species of gambling, as fatal to 
the morals, time and property of the people, as 
others which our laws prohibit; as the legislature 
has not for several years granted but one lottery; 
and as a neighboring state has recently prohibited, 
under severe penalties, the advertising or vending 
tickets not made by their authority; it appears to 
me that a similar provision would be useful in this 
state. 

Our militia laws require amendment. Those of 
the United States, make it the duty of the adjutant 
general of this state, to return an annual account of 
all the militia in the state to ‘he president of the 
United States, and to the governor of this state. 
In every point of view, it is of impertance, that 
those returns should be punctually and’ correctly 
mace. If the reiurns are incomplete, the state 
suffers a loss of arms from the United States—for 
the apportionment of arms is made to the several 
states according to the returns of the adjutant ge- 
nerals. But owing to the negiect of the returning 
officers, our adjutant general has not been able to 
make such returns as the law requires of him. He 
has_ recently informed me, that from one of tlic 
brigades he has never receifed a full return, 
and for several years no return whatever. This 
evil may, and ought to be remedied, by subject- 
ing, in case of future neglects, the captains of com- 
panies, the commanders of regiments, and the bri- 
gade inspectors to fines and penalties, as well as 
removal from office by the proper tribunals. 

The law of last June, establishing the thirty- 
eighth regiment, cid not annex it to any brigade or 
division. To remedy that omission, it is now re- 
quisite to annex that regiment to some one of the 
existing brigades and divisions. 

The law authorizes the governor to determine 
the color of the uniform for the infantry; but as he 
is elected for a short period of time, and sudden 
changes in the uniform would subject the officcrs 
to considerable expense and te great inconve- 
nience, no governor has for many years, if ever ex- 
ercised this authority. Permit me therefore to 
suggest the propriety of permanently estabiish- 
ing by law, to take effect at some future day, the 
color and uniform for the different corps, and that 
the cloth should be of .2merican manufacture. 

The support of the state prison, forms a large 


and increasing item in the annual expenditures of 


the state, and merits the vigilant enquiry cf the le. 
gislature, whether a system of greater econcMy and 
of more security may not be introduced. This es- 
tablishment and its support has already cost the 


dollars seventy six cents, of which sum there were 





nature of their office, necessarily receive considera- 


paid the last year from the public treasury, seven 


state sixty onc thousand five hundred and eighty nine 
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thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. The 
convicts in general, have been men of strong con- 
stitutions of sound health and capable of perform- 
ing much useful labor; such men, it was natural to 
expect, would support themselves, but this expec- 
tation has not been realized. The object of the 
law was not-only to punish the convicts for their 
crimes but compel them by their labor to maintain 
themselves while receiving that punishment. 

To effect this purpose some changes in the law, 
and in the management of the prison are necessary. 
The diet and clothing of the prisoners are too ex- 
pensive, they are fed and clothed better than they 
were, in general, before their imprisonment; and 
in that respect suffer no punishment. Their diet, 
though wholesome, should be simple, and without 
change, sufficient to satisfy nature, but not to pro- 
voke appetite or to gratify the palate; their cloth- 
ing of plain eoarse cloth; but neither of these should 
be expensive. Justice, as well as policy requires 
that a course of rigid economy should be adopted 
in every thing relating to the prison, Though the 
convicts should be treated with humanity, they 
ought to feel privations, and know that these are 
the effects of their own crimes; and their appear- 
ance should make the same impression on the nu- 
merous spectators who visit them. 

Permit me to add, that a more effectual mode of 
keeping, investigating and adjusting the accounts 
of the warden than the one now practised, appears 
necessary; that it would be prudent to establish 
some regulatiens respecting the wages of the offi- 
cers and privates of the military guard; prohibit 
the warden from having any interest as an owner 
in any machinery, or articles manufactured in the 
establishment; and if the amount of the salary of 
the officers of the prison, were in some measure, to 
depend on the loss and profit of the establishment, 
the state would have additional security, that its 
concerns would be conducted with prudence and 
fidelity. It is not the design of these remarks, to 
criminate the officers of the prison but to suggest 
some of the defects of the present system. 

Since the recess of the last legislature, I have 
received a letter and several publications, trom that 
eminent writer, and highly distinguished philan, 
thropist, Jeremy Benruam, esquire, of London, in 
Great Britain,upon penitentiary houses, and on the 
necessity of rendering the laws in general more ex- 
plicit and certain. These papers shall without de- 
lay be communicated to you. From them it appears 
that he proposes to submit tojyour examination for 
the use of the state, a complete code of laws farm- 
ed upon enlightened principles oflegislation. The 
great importance of the object, and the peculiar 
talents of the author, render the subject worthy of 
your mature consideration. 

Though I have not obtained a final settlement of 
the claims of this state against the United States for 
services performed during the late war, I have re- 
cently received a further advance of six thousand 
dollars on that account, which I have paid to the 
treasurer of this state. 

The report of the treasurer, and of the commit. 
tee entrusted with building the state house will 
enable you to determine what tax it will be proper 
to raise, for defraying the necessary expenses of 
the ensuing year. 

The peaceable and prosperous state of the na- 
tion, and the general harmony and union of the 
people, are circumstances highly favorable to the 
making of such improvements in our laws, as rea- 
son and experience suggest, and the public interest 
demand. .Jore than this, is not necessary for us to 
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perform, and less would be a dereliction from the 
duties of our respective stations. 

WILLIAM PLUMER. 
Concord, June 4, 1818. : 








| Indian War. 


| (fPrivate letters are said to be received saying 
that on 21st of May, general Jackson took possses- 
sion of Pensacola; having made certain requisitions 
which had not been complied with, he carried the 
fortress by storm. 
THE CHEHAW VILLAGE. 
From Georgia papers. 

Extract from the talk of general William M’Intosh, 
commanding the Creek warriors, on his arrival 
at Cowets from the late campaign against the 
hostiles, to major gen. Andrew Jackson dated 

Bort Mitchell, May 5, 1818. 

“My friend—When I returned to my town, 
I heard with regret that my uncle [Howard] and 
family had been murdered, and that their town was 
destroyed. If an Indian kills a white man, I will 
have him punished—if a white man kills an Indian, 
he ought to be punished.: I wish you to find out 
who has done this murder, and let me know. what 
those Indians have done, that made the white men 
kill our people.” 

Head quarters, division of the south, May 7th, 1818. 
Sir—You will send or deliver personally, as you 

may deem most advisable, the enclosed talk to 

Kinnard, with instructions to explain the substance 

to the Chehaw warriors.* 

You will proceed hence to Hartford in Georgia, 
and use your endeavours to arrest and deliver over 
in irvens to the military authority at Fort Hawkins, 
captain Wright of the Georgia militia, who has 
been guilty of the outrage against the women and 
superannuated men of the Chehaw village. Should 
Wright have left Hartford you will call upon the 
governor of Georgia to aid you in his arrest. 

To enable you to execute the above order, you 
are authorized to take in company with you the 
Tennesseans that went from here lately to Fort 
Scott, and await, if you think it necessary, the ar- 
rival of the Georgians now on march under major 
Porter. You wiil direct the officer commanding 
Fort Hawkins to keep captain Wright in close con- 
finement until the will of the president be known. 

The accompanying letters for the secretary of 
war, and governor of Georgia, you will take charge 
of until you reach a post office. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
major gen’l com’¢. 

Major John M. Davis, asst. gen’l. 

Destin, Geo. 24th May, 1818. 

Sin—I am directed by maj. gen. Andrew Jack- 
son, commanding the division of the south, to ar- 
rest you, and conduct you to Fort Hawkins, where 
you are to remain until the pleasure of the presi- 
dent of the U. S. is known in your case. You will 
therefore, consider yourself in arrest, and proceed 
accordingly. 

By order—I am respectfully yours, &c. 

JOHN M. DAVIS, 
Asst. Ins. gen. U. S. army. 
Capt. Obed Wright, Georgia militia. 


—— 





*The substance of this talk was, that the Che- 
haws should not attempt to take any satisfaction 
themselves, for the outrage committed on them; 
that their father, the president of the U. States, 
would see them justified, to whom he has reported 





the circumstance. 
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Milledgeville, June 2. Major Davis, of the U. S. 





quently was suspended. The survey made on the 


army, in compliance with orders from gen, Jack-| other ships was not more favorable, and it appeared 


son, arrested capt Obed Wright in Dublin, a few 
days ago, for the purpose of carrying him to Fort 
Hawkins, and securing him until instructions could 
be received from the president. Whilst in this 
place, on Thursday last, the prisoner was released 
from custody by a writ of habeas corpus, before a 
court called to determine the case. The court af- 
ter suitable investigation, decided that the erders 
of gen. Jackson were informal, as they contained 
ne specific charge against the prisoner, who was 
accordingly released from custody. 

We understand capt. Wright has been arrested 
by order of gov. Rabun, and is now on parole in 
this place, waiting the organization of a court mar- 
tial. 

[Plt appears that gen. Jackson had ordered 
capt. Wright to be put in irons. It is contended 
that capt. W. was not acting under the authority 
of the United States, but of that of Georgia.] 

The Chehaw Indians, we are informed, estimate 
the property lost in the destruction of their town, 
at eight thousand dollars. The entire Creek nation 
will meet at Fort Mitchell on the 7th of this 
month, to take the affair into consideration. An 
intemperate letter, we learn has been received 
by the governor from gen. Jackson, to which a 
spirited answer has been returned—and a formal 
demand of capt. Wright’s person has been also 
made, with which we presume the governor will 
not comply, if at all, till he hears from the presi- 
dent, to whom he has written on the subjeet. 
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Foreign Articles. 


ENGLAND. Kc. 

We have late accounts from Europe, and had 
prepared our details of their contents as usual, but 
are compelled to exclude them at present. The 
only things as news are briefly as follows: 

The Ist of October has been agreed upon for 
withdrawing the allied troops from France. The 
claims of foreign powers have been liquidated and 
settled at 320,800,000 francs.—about 60 millions 
of dollars. 

The British are engaged in war in Indiaona 
large scale—we are glad to see it hinted that they 
are powerfully opposed. 

Lord Castlereagh has moved the Alien bill for 
two years. This motion was founded upon the 
restless and mischievous activity of French exiles 
in various countries, particularly.the Netherlands, 
and ascribed the late attack npon the duke of Wel- 
lington to them. 

The celebrated Lavalette is said to have resided 
in Scotland for a considerable time past; and it is 
added that he is now in London. 

Good’ All the Russian ships except one, sold 
to Spain, have been finally pronounced unworthy 
of repair! 

Russicn ships.—A singular circumstances has hap- 
pened which completely turned the laughter of the 
mation against the Aing and his ministers. The 
most solemn and pompous preparations had beeu 
made to baptize the best of the Russian men of 
war, called the “North Star,’”? which name was to 
be converted into that of the Queen Isabella, but 
we are uncertain whether this was in compliment 
to the memory of the renowned wife of Ferpinanp 
the Catholic, or the reigning sovereign.— Previous 
to the day fixed for the ceremony, it was, however, 
discovered, that all the lower parts of the intended 





evident that not one of the squadren could go to 
sea without great and expensive repairs. The offi- 
cers of the royal navy were in the highest dudgeon, 
that the purchase of these vessels from the Rus- 
sians had been made without any professional ex- 
matique. London paper. 
| DENMARK. 
General extract of all vessels cleared at the Sound 
custom house, in 1817. 
UPWARD DOWNWARD. 
Danish ‘ : : . 463 . 380 
Norwegian . ; : - 470 - 444 
Swedish . : , ‘ 1044... 956 
English . P , - 2088 . 2084 
Prussian. ‘ a of are 
Dutch ° é ; 6... SDs 


Pappenburg ‘ - 64 ° 66 
Hamburgh . ‘ ‘ ~ 42 ‘ 45 


Oldeaburg : oe. TOR . 34. 
Hanoveriag =. 8", OBR TEE 
Bremen aig’ ‘ d lite. 105 
Rastock ; ; ‘ eo . aa 
Lubeck : : P j 42 . 41 
Mecklenburg . ; ; cy | ree bg 
Russian ‘ j ; : a 190 
American ; ; 3 . 68 ’ 68 
tot aaa’ i , : 10 . Il 
French . j ; ? 7°22 - 22 
Spanish. ; ‘ oe 4 om ote 


or 


Totals : x 6758 6390 


AFRICA. 
From the New Haven Journal.—in the schr. In. 
dustry, capt. Hill, which arrived at this port on the 


Industry sailed, a Spanish captive arrived from the 


for $160. This man was on board a Spanish vessel 


men on board—when near the Canaries, the crew 


food, and was in perfect health when he arrived at 
Mogadore. 


belonged—cargo reported to be cechineal and 
opium. 
WEST INDIZS. 


The following extract of a letter from Trinidad, 
published in a Philadelphia paper is a curiosity and 


deserves to be regtste: ed:— 


the needful. 


Apothacames bill, 





hew Christian were rotten, and every thing conse- 


amination, al} having been done by the corps diplo- 


10th inst, 46 days from Mogadore, came passenger 
Mr. S. Smith, of this city. A few days before the 


Arab coast, ransomed by the Spanish vice consul 


which was captured off cape St. Mary’s in the 
spring of i816, by an imsurgemt privateer manned 
principalfy by Americans, who took out all the 
crew except himself, and put a prize master and 


murdered the prize master, whose name was Smith, 
all got drunk and the vessel was run on shore on 
the coast. A major White was on board (going to 
Buenos Ayres) when the vessel struck, and died 
soon after. The Americans were ransomed last 
year by Mr. Wiltshire. The above Spaniard says, 
he was well used by the Arabs, and had plenty of 


A vessel had been lately wrecked on the Arab 
coast, but it was not known to what nation she 


“‘ Dear sir—I send you the following statement of 
the expense for five days medical attendance and 
medicine, together with the burial expenses of my 
friend who died during the last sickness—that in 
case you or any of your friends should take a no- 
tion to visit our island you may be prepared with 


Five days attendance of 3 physicians, $586 
36 
Nurse, 15 


me eC Na ar 
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Wine, &c. during sickness, 16| 
Making will, 24 | 
Washing and laying out the deceased. 24. 
totton cambric¢ for sheet, shroud, scarfs, &c. 40 
Mounted coffin, 48 
Printed invitation cards, 16 
Boys to distribute do. 3 
Refreshments for the funeral, 24 
Gloves, hat bands and crape, 36 
Sexton’s bill, 13 
Service at the church, ( Catholic.) 72 
Five lbs. wax tapers, 6 

To the governor for breaking the seal of the 
will. 16 


$775 

“There were many more small expenses not enu- 
merated, making about eight hundred dollars—A 
moderate calculation ! ! !” 

Dr wanara AND Essequrso. 

The bush negroes in Demarara have caused much 
alarm and commitied many depredations against 
the lives and property of the white people. Several 
expeditions have been undertaken against them, 
without success. 


COMMERCIAL MATTERS. 





Demarara. Essequibo. Total. 
Sugar 22,787,125 lbs. 30,462,555 53,449,680 
Rum 946,108 gals 1,169,161 2,115,267 
Molasses 522,988 548,151 1,071,139 
Coffee 5,370,518 Ads. 909,454 6,279,872 
Cotton 3,858,889 lbs. 536,048 4,394,937 


Inerease since 1816—sugar 9,222,780 /bs. rum 158,372 galls. 
cotton 275,455 Ibs. decréase,—coffee 5,403,745 Ibs. 

Revenue—526,938 guilders, chiefly a tax on produce; expendi- 
ture—389,315 ‘guilders. Field slaves 62,412, other 10,269—total 
72,861. Carriages 252, Horses 857. 

Russia. The imports into St. Petersburg, during the year 
1813 amounted torubles 100,704, 113. 


The exports to do. 106,483,309. 


Imported. | Exported, 


Of this amount Cramer, brothers & co. 705,174 | 1,732,020 


Wm. Gray &co. - .« - = = = 1,070,386} 474,769 
John D. Lewis - oi - ~ - 3,874,763 | 2,532,284 
Meyer & Bruxner - eee 8 - 4,780,892 | 7,524,400 
Severin & sons o; ‘etme © 2,021,760 | 505,900 
Stieglitz & co. - = # © © «© 10,755,315 | 3,014,680 
Thomsom, Boner& co. -~ - ae 3,121,224 | 4,176,840 
John Venning- = - eo we re - - 1,949,611 | 1,072,543 


‘Thomas Wright & co. - + = + 1,970,772 | 1,372,688 
1704 vessels cleared from St. Petersburg to various parts of the 
world, of which 


To Great Britain - . ek - 737 
To the United States - . - : 60 
To other parts and places - - + 917 

Total 1704 


CANADA, 

A “provincial convention” isto be held at York 
on the 6th of next month. Many delegates have 
been elected—the people seem quite alive to the 
subject. The object of the convention is to ap- 
point a commission to proceed to England, with 
an address to the prince regent. 





CHRONICLE. 
(C7The president returned to Washington on 
Wednesday last. 
PRESIDENT AT NORFOLK. 
The following is the address of the court and com. 
mon council of the borough. 
Lo the president of the United States. 

Sm—The opportunity which enables the court 
and common council of the borough of Norfolk, to 
offer you their congratulations, affords an indul- 
gence no less pleasing to their personal sensibilities, 
than gratifying to their national pride. 

Living under a government most happily adapted 
to secure and diffuse political liberty, and to give 
protection to civil and religious immunities, it is 
above all, our peculiar boast, that we enjoy these 





blessings without alloy—without insult or injury 


to a rational and enlightened sense of equal jus- 
tice. The people of the old world, enamored of 


the artificial pageantry of crowns and coronets, pay 
obsequious homage to the arbitrary distinctions of 
hereditary rank, and adventitious birth. The gre- 
nius of our republican constitution, invests the 
chief executive magistrate, with the real.grandeur 
of exalted virtue, and the homage he receives, is 
the pure reward of acknowledged public worth, 
consecrated by the unbiassed and unerring verdict 
of the public will. 

A life devoted from early youth to the service of 
your country, and illustrated by the distinguished 
part you have taken in various prominent scenes, 
may justly challenge, sir, the honors conferred by 
your recent clevation to the presidential seat—And 
the vivid demonstrations of unaffected joy, which 
have attended your tour through the states, bear 
ample testimony, that the spotless tenor of your 
private character, has established a claim, equally 
estimable and gratifying, in the endearing affections 
of the people. 

A resolute adherence to the principles avowed 
in your inaugural message, cannot fail to impart 
continued stability and vigor to our free institu- 
tions, as far as depends upon a zealous and faith- 
ful discharge of your executive functions—And, 
that a firm, liberal and comprehensive policy, the 
result of matured experience, invigorated by an 
enlightened and ardent patriotism, will secure to 
your administration, an enviable rank in our na- 
tional annals, an impartial review of vour whole 
public conduct, does not allow us to entertain a 
doubt. 

The personal attention, sir, which you have 
thought proper to bestow on the measures adopted 
by the seneral government, for the defence of our 
inland frontier, and sea coast, and the establish- 
ments of naval arsenals, confidently assures us, 
that our country will reap the full benefit of these 
measures from your extended observation, practi- 
cal knowledge, and judicious discrimination.— 
Tried in the conflict which achieved our liberties, 
the large share you bore in the late eventful strug- 
gle, to preserve them inviolate, attested your va- 


jluable services, your distinguished virtue, and 


sleepless devotion to the common cause. These 
high claims to the public confidence and gratitude, 
derive fresh lustre from your earnest solicitude to 
entrench and secure the momentous interests com- 
mitted to you, by a prompt and vigorous applica- 
tion of the national resources.—With great pride 
and pleasure, sir, we perceive in the efforts you 
are making, our best security from foreign violence; 
and should the mad ambition, the hatred and jea- 
lousy of other governments, again call forth the 
martial energies of this young repuBlic, we shall 
have abundant cause to appreciate that precaution, 
which employs the calm of peace to arrest and dis- 
arm the shock of war. 

In behalf of the citizens of Norfolk, we tender 
you a cordial welcome among us—We most sin- 
cerely trust, sir, that the harmony which reigns 
through the union, may be uninterrupted—that 
our beloved country may ever continue under the 
favoring smile of Providence, to experience the 
salutary fruits of mild government and equal laws 
—and that the close of your political career, may 
be gladdened by the most precious of all earthly 
consolations—that of having done your duty. 

JOHN E. HOLT, Mayor. 
THE PRESIDENTS ANSWER. 
To John E Holt, esq.'mayor of the borough of Norfolk. 

Sin—No object is more interesting to the Unit- 
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ed States than the adoption of a judicious system 
of defence, and the establishment and construction 
of such fortifications as may ke found necessary 
for the security of our maritime and inland fron- 
tier. Such a system, well executed, may prevent 
wars, and it cannot fail, shoutd wars become inevi- 
table, to mitigate their calamities. The attention 
of congress hasbeen wisely directed to this great 
object, and ample funds have been provided for it. 
It is my duty to exert my utmost efforts to give it 
effect; on these efforts, my country may rely. 

It is our felicity to live under a government Ca- 
pable of securing to us, by a wise, honest and efli- 
cient exercise of its powers, all the blessings of 
which civil society is susceptible. While the 
movement of the government, im all its branches, 
corresponds with the great and sublime principles 
on which it is founded, no citizen will ever have 
cause to complain that any of his rights have been 
violated. Happily, this faithful and harmonious 
movement is placed beyond the reach of danger.— 
Deriving all its power from the people, it must be 
administered for their advantage, while the people 
continue to be virtuous, well informed, and atten- 
tive to their interest. It is a cause of heartfelt sa- 
tisfaction to us all, and of grateful acknowledgment 
to the Supreme Creator of the world, that the ope- 
rations of our government, have fully confirmed all 
the most flattering anticipations that were indulged 
in its favor. 

To the support of these great principles my 
whole life has been devoted. My conduct, in ma- 
ny high and important trusts, is known to my coun- 
try. If it has given me any claim to the confidence 
of my fellow-citizens, I feel that they have not been 
unmindful of #. The same principles and zeal, 
which you have approved in the review which you 
have taken of the past, will continue to animate 
me in future. : 

For the kind reception which you have given me, 
on behalf of the citizens of Norfolk, I beg you to 
tender to them my sincere thanks, with my best 
wishes for their prosperity and welfare. 

7 | JAMES MONROE. 

(c7The president paftook of a public dinner 
given by the citizens of Norfolk—every thing was 
in great stile. The toasts drank express the sen- 
timents of men who felt that they were freemen— 
among them were, the revolution—the United 
States—the constitution—the union—Washington, 
Franklin—Henry—the congress of ’76—the army— 
the navy—the late war, &c. After the president 
retired, his health was drank and that of the several 
heads of départmenis; with the following addition- 
al volunteer by com. Cassin—“the ship of the line 
at Gosport— May the flag which she displayed on 
the visit of the president, never be struck to an 
equal force.”"—To which we say, “Amen. 

Mr. Clay, was invited by his immediate cc 1sti- 
tuents to a public dinner at Lexington, Ky. in -s- 
timony of respect for his character and services, 
generally, but especially in evidence of their ap- 
probation of his exertions in favor of the patriots 
of South America. Col. Johnson was also invited, 
but could not attend. 150 gentlemen sat down to 
the table. Among the toasts was “the indepen- 
dent minority of 45”—alluding to the state of the 
vote on Mr. Clay’s proposition respecting the out- 
fit and salary of a minister to Buenos Ayres. 

Col. Barber, who was one of the “45” above 
toasted, has also been treated with a public dinner 
by his constituents, at Marietta, O. 

_ From some late discussions in the newspapers, 
it would seem that the question about the patri- 
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ots of South America is to make one of the prin- 
ciple points ot difference between political partiess 
in the United States.. 
Eastport, &c. Moose, Dudley and Frederick 
islands, in Passamaquoddy bay, are immediately 
to be delivered up to the United States. Gen. Mil- 


ler is designated by the president to receive pos- 
session. 


_ Battle monument. . A vessel arrived at Baltimore 
from Leghorn on Sunday last with a large quanti- 


ty of marble for the battle monument erecting 


here, and for the Exchange. 

New-Orleans. A part of the batture at New- 
Orleans, was lately sold at auctior—14 lots out of 
200, of 40 feet front and $9 deep, all under wa- 
ter, brought 124,000 dollars. The payments were, 
one fourth cash, the remaining three fourths in six, 
twelve and eighteen months. 

Grnenats Jackson & Scorr.—We sincerely re- 
gret to see in the public newspapers a notice of a 
dispute between those distinguished characters, 
which cannot have any other effect than to fan the 
flame of discord, and render a just accommodation 
more difficult. ‘he cause of difference is said to 
have been this—Gen. S. to one person only, with- 
out any intention that it should ever reach gen. J. 
and without design to injure his reputation, expres- 
sed an opinion unfavorable to the well known gene- 
ral order of the latter. The fact it seems was malir- 
nantly Communicated, which led to an impetuous 
correspondence between them. A hope however, 
is entertained that the matter may be amicably 
adjusted. 

Lake Erie. The steam boat that is to ply be- 
tween Buffalo and Detroit has been launched at 
Black Rock, and will soon be ready for the lake. 

Ice has been lately met with in the West India 
seas, and Lloya’s list of the 21st of April mentions 
that the Grace packet from New-York, in lat. 42, 
fell in with an enormous island of ice, seven leagues 
in exgent and upwards of three thousand: feet hich. 

HAIL STORMS, Chambersburg, Pa. June 9.—On 
Sunday evening last between five, and six o’clock, 
this town was visited with a hail storm, perhaps 
unparalleled in the annals of history, or any thing 
ever witnessed of the kind, and would appear 
almost incredible were there not thousands that 
witnessed the fact. 

The clouds apparently gathered from every 
direction and mixing through each other with as 
much velocity as leaves in a whirlwind and con- 
centrated at a point north-east of the town, a wing 
of which extended over us, from whieh the hail feli 
very fast, and of a size much larger than hen-eggs, 
many of which measured from six to eleven inches 
in circumference; they were very round and smooth 
and little difference in the size generally. Few 
windows exposed to the storm escaped without 
injury—many of the houses had from twenty to fifty 
panes of glass broken. 

Georgetown, Col. June 10---A severe hail storm 
was experienced on Sunday afternoon, in Mont- 
gomery county between the Court Howse and 
Clarksburg. Weare informed it approached from 
the south-east, and was accompaniéd by a confused 
and rumbling noise. Fortunately it did not drive 
much, or the mischief must have been very great, 
as some of the hail measured fourteen imches in 
circumference, and a large hog was seen to fall 
dead ! from receiving one falling with litthe more 
than its own gravity—on his head, and the backs of 
the cattle were so lacerated as to cause the blood 
to run down their sides: The largest had the ap- 
pearance of cakes of ice broken from a large body 





eee 





296 NILES’ REGISTER--JUNE 20, 1818--CHRONICLE. 





- ae ine 





~——generally they were the size of a goose egg, and 
of a conieal form. Some farmers have had the 
brightest prospects blighted in seeing their 
towering fields of grain, which promised so abun- 
dantly to reward their long labors, laid prostrate 
to the earth. 

War!— Brussels, April 22.—Many English offi- 
cers, who have for some time resided in this king- 
dom, have been re-called to England. ‘They speak 
of dispositions which cause a belief of a. serious 
misundersianding [what about?] detween GREAT BRI- 
TAIN AND THE UNITED STATES. 

Peace!—Mr. Vansittart, in his speech in parlia- 
ment, May 1, gave very strong assurances of the 
pacific disposition of ;he American government— 
The policy pursuing by them is, in itself, the very 
pledge of tbe wise resolve to cultivate peace. 
They. have repealed all internal taxes, and made 
their revenue altogether dependent on foreign 
trade, 

The London papers, have copied an article dated 
Glasgow, April 28th, from which is this extract: 
“Jetters dated at Paris, this day week, state that 
Mr. Gaxtatin had completely fuiled in attempting 
to arrange a commercial treaty between the Unit- 
ed States and France, and that the conference on 
ihe subject had been brought to a close.” 

Grateful.—In September 1781, congress resolved 
to erect a monument in Georgia, to the memory of 
brigadier general Screven, *‘who fell covered with 
wounds, fighting for the liberties of the United 
States.” The resolve, like many others, has laid 
upon the shelf ever since. The people of Georgia 
are now excited to the subject, and will probably 
erect a monument to gen James Jackson, as well as 
to gen. Screven. 

The navy. It is stated that two ships of the line 
are to be laid down at Philadelphia. 

The Guerriere is fitted at Boston to convey Mr. 
Campbell, our minister, to Russia. Mr. C. was at 
Wasaingtonfon Tuesday last, waiting the president’s 
return. . 

The U. S. schr. Lynx has arrived at Savannah 
from Amelia—the John Adams, capt. Henley, was to 
return to New York; the Saranac, Prometheus, 
Finch, Lynx, Madison, and gun vessel no. 168, were 
to remain on the station under command of capt. 
Dallas. 

U7. §. squadron in the Mediterranean all well. 
Com. Chauncey had lately appeared before Algiers 
and Tunis, and «as usual excited great respect. 
The plague still raged at Algiers and was extend- 
ing westward. 

Emancipation! The legislature of Connecticut 
has passed a law extending {the “right of suffrage 
to all who pay taxes and do militia duty. This 
rightful regulation secures the political character 
of the state for ages—if parties shall exist so long. 
A similar bill was introduced about 12 pears ago, 
which we are told, was literally kicked out of doors. 
This excellent act shall be inserted in the next 
REGISTER. 

gp Mr Meade has been formally released at Cadiz, 
in consequence of the imperative demand of our 
government, Some very interesting documents 
ave said to accompany the account of his discharge, 
which shall be presented to our readers as soon as 
they are received. 

Sea serpents!—A late Boston Centinel publishes 
the narrative of a master of a vessel, whose intelli- 
gence and veracity the editor vouches for, in which 
itis stated that he distinctly saw three sea-serpents, 
a little way off the eastern coast! One of them was 


so near the vessel that it might have been reached 


with an oar—it was upwards of eighty feet long, 
and apparently about four feet in diameter. He 
fired at another of them, distant about sixteen feet, 
who instantly disappeared with a motion so quick 
as to throw the wat«r on board the vessel, &c. 
Such a serpent has also appeared in Sag Harbour. 
New York City. The comptroller of the city 
New York, reports the accounts of the corporation, 
for the year, ending May 11, 1818, to amount 
In receipts, to - - - $862,128-77 
In expenditures, to - 860,278-43 





Leaving balance in treasury, of $1,850-5 

The commissioners of the sinking fund, report 
for the same period, a balance in favor of the cor- 
poration, of - - - - $4,636—45 

It is stated that 400,000 quarter dollars have re- 
cently been coined at the mint of the United 
States. 

Rats—We learn, that the rice fields, in George - 
town district, (S. C.) have been assailed, within 
the last few weeks, by a new and heretofore un- 
known enemy—the rats—who have made serious 
inroads upon this important staple of our country 
in its infant state. It appears that they have taken 
up their habitations in the adjacent banks, from 
whence they sally out at night, and commit the 
most destructive ravages. No effectual expedient 
has yet been devised for destroying them—it 1s 
said that they are so numerous in some fields, that 
thirty have been destroyed by a single discharge of 
a muskei.— Charles:on Cour-er. 


Phillips, the singer, received 1900 dollars at a 
third benefit at New York—a thing unprecedented. 
He now is performing in Baltimore. 


Died—on the 5th ult. at the nunnery of Naza- 
reth, in Bardstown, (Ky.) Mrs. E.eanor Howard, in 
the 108th year of her age, without any perceivable 
sickness. : 


Light gives light, to light discover—‘ad infinitum.’ 
st. Louis, (Missouri territory, ) 
North America, April 10, A. D. 1818. 
TO ALL THE WORLD! 

I declare the earth is hollow, and habitable with- 
in, containing a number of solid concentric 
| spheres, one within the other, and that it is open 
at the poles 12 or 16 degrees; I pledge my life in 
support of this truth, and [am ready to explore the 
hollow, if the world will support and aid me the 
undertaking. JNO. CLEEVES SYMMES. 

Of Ohio, late captain of infantry 

N. B. I have ready for the press, a treatise on 
the principles of matter, wherein I show proofs of 
the above positions, account for various phenome- 
na, and‘disclose Doctor Darwin’s Golden Secret. 

My terms are the patronage of this and the new 
worlds. 

I dedicate to my wife and her ten children. 

I select Doctor S. L. Mitchill, Sir H. Davy, and 
Baron Alex. dé Humboldt, as my protectors. 

{ ask one hundred brave companions, well equip- 
ed, to start from Siberia in the fall season, with 
reindeer and sleigh, on the ice of the frozen sea. 
I engage we find warm and rich land, stocked with 
thrifty vegetables and animals, if not men, on 
reaching one degree northward of latitude 82; we 
will return in the succeeding spring. J.C. S. 

[Capt. Symmes is said to be a “very respectable 
man, a man of intelligence, and really sane in 
mind.” He is diligently employed in forwarding 
his scheme, and it is reported that ‘‘upwards of 
twenty persons have actually engaged in the expe- 





dition.”] 





